IAJE-WI Officers/Board Members/Duties

President:
Steve Sveum
421 Blankenheim Lane
Sun Prairie, WI 53590
H: 608.837.7275
W: 608.834.6809
sjsveum@spad.k12.wi.us
* newsletter
e liaison

Pres-Elect:
Steve Wiest
Music Dept. UW-Whitewater
800 West Main
Whitewater, WI 53190
W: 262.472.4655
F: 262.472.2808
wiests@mail.uww.edu
e webmaster
e creative jazz consultant

ANNUAL MEETING: Oct. 24, 8 a.m., Room K. Free food/beverages. Guest: Willie Hill.

Vice Pres:
Doug Terhune
2834 Northwynde Passage
Sun Prairie, WI 53590
H: 608.837.2272
W: 608.221.766, ext. 2135
F: 608.221.7690
doug2272@aol.com
e conference planning
e clinic coordinator

Secretary:

Kathy Tuinstra

N180 Cold Spring Road

Whitewater, WI 53190

H: 262.473.2419

H: tuinstra@ticon.net

W: tuinstrak@mail.fortschools.org
¢ middle-level vocal jazz
e fundraising/advertising
e student liaison
e membership

Treasurer:

D. Thomas Busch

N2257 Green Valley Road

Pulaski, WI 54162

H: 920.822.1812

W:920.822.6828

H: buschmusic@netscape.net

W: tdbusch@pulaski.k12.wi.us
e all matters financial

Past Pres:

Karen M. Johnson

13405 Rosecrans Road
Maribel, WI 54227

H: 920.863.8139
W:920.863.2176 ext. 2277
F:920.863.6331

H: nbandk@execpc.com

W: johnsonk@denmark.k12.wi.us

¢ Distinguished Service
Award
e clinician secretary

Board:

Richard T. Johnson

5639 Riverview Court

Stevens Point, W1 54481

H: 715.341.0978

rtjohnson54481@yahoo.com
e vocal jazz specialist
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Convention Jazz

Doug Terhune
Monona Grove High School

Association Convention (October

23-26) in Madison will be packed
with jazz events for educators. All That
Jazz Big Band under the direction of
Bruce Johnson will get things swinging
at 9 p.m. Wednesday at Monona Terrace.
Thursday’s jazz sessions open with Dean
Sorenson, director of the State Honors
Jazz Ensemble, presenting Jazz Combos:
Getting Everyone into the Act. The clinic
includes historical and philosophical
reasons for jazz combos, repertoire and
rehearsal technique. The UWSP Jazz
Ensemble, under Matthew Buchman,
provides an opportunity to hear
Wisconsin college jazz. Middle school
jazz directors can hear the LaCrosse
Longfellow Middle School Jazz Band
led by Chip Schreader. Fred Sturm and
Jose Encarnacion of Lawrence University
present All Ears: Aural Training,
Improvisation, and the Creative
Process. The clinic will illustrate aural
techniques for students at all levels.
David Hastings of Stevens Point will
present Improvisation is for Everyone!
(for all levels-instruments and voices).
Teaching Improvisation Using the New
WSMA Jazz Improvisation Solo List will
have Steve Wiest of UW-Whitewater
discussing and demonstrating this new
list. An important clinic! Join Dr. Steve
Widenhofer, WSMA State Honors Vocal
Jazz Ensemble Conductor in a hands-on
session devoted to examining stylistic
problems associated with vocal jazz.

Friday’s lineup: the Lake Geneva

Badger High School Jazz Ensemble
directed by Gregory Bunge and the
Stoughton High School Jazz Ensemble
under the direction of Craig Mason.
The workshop Friday morning is
Jazz Pedagogy: Creative Solutions to
Performance Problems presented by Dr.
Willie L. Hill, Jr. MENC President-Elect.
Jazz at Lincoln Center will present the

The 2002 Wisconsin School Music

Convention, continued on page 2

President’s Message

elcome back to those of
you returning to school
and everyone else who are

returning from vacations and other
diversions over the summer. We had
a great summer of festivals and camps
throughout the state and hopefully
you had a chance to experience some
of the world class music and educa-
tion going on in our state this summer.
There were also the special reunions
(Matrix) and performances (member
Brad Curran’s middle school band at
the Neenah Jazz Festival) and many
more, that brought audience and mu-
sicians closer together while rejuvenat-
ing us all.

Last spring we lost one of our ex-
ecutive board members, Dan Marbes,
former IAJE-WI secretary, to the tour-
ing company of “Blast II: Shockwave”.
We wish Dan the best and encourage
everyone to check out the show at the
Weidner Center in Green Bay October
10-12, 2002.

Again we welcome the return of
Fred Sturm to our state. Fred and
fellow Lawrence faculty member and
saxophonist Jose Encarnacion will be
presenting clinics this fall at the Isth-
mus Jazz Festival in Madison and at
the Wisconsin State Music conference
also in Madison.

Speaking of the conference, our an-
nual IAJE-WI meeting will take place
on Thursday, October 24, 8-9 am in
Room K of the Monona Terrace Con-
vention Center. Continental Breakfast
and beverages will be served free of
charge and former IAJE International
President, and MENC president elect
Dr. Willie Hill will be present.

Also at the annual meeting will be
Steve Wiest, who will give us more in-
sight on the new Creative Jazz contest
list category. If you would like to be a
judge in this category (qualified judges

are a MUST for the success of this
event) please contact me, Steve Sve-
um, or Linda Peterson at WSMA — 608-
249-4566. We are fortunate to have the
support of the state in developing this
important category for the students in
Wisconsin. There will be other items
of interest discussed so please attend
this important and action-packed IAJE
meeting!!

This year’s state music conference
is loaded with jazz offerings (see Doug
Terhune’s article) so please attend as
many as possible and support jazz in
Wisconsin!

As a reminder, you have until Oc-
tober 11, 2002 to nominate this year’s
distinguished service recipient. Please
forward all nominations to Past Presi-
dent Karen Johnson.

Be sure to stop by the IAJE-WI
booth during the convention to pick
your copy of Sammy Nestico’s latest
CD (see article by member Brad Cur-
ran). Sammy has been a friend of jazz
education for many years and we are
honored to be able to present his latest
to the members of IAJE-WI - check it
out!!!

In our next newsletter we will
highlight the year’s jazz festivals in
Wisconsin. Please forward the in-
formation on your festival to Steve
Sveum at sjsveum@spasd.k12.wi.us to
be included in this directory.

There is so much happening in our
state it is hard to keep up! As always,
thank you all for your commitment to
spreading the sounds of jazz through-
out our great state and please keep
us informed of what is going on in
your area so we can include it on the
website, www.iajewi.org and in this
quarterly newsletter.

Stay in touch!
Steve Sveum
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Middle level vocal jazz

from high school to middle school

I was a little suspect as to whether
or not it could be done. What I have
since discovered, is that not only can it
be done, it can be done WELL! In fact,
several middle school choral directors
have started or have had a vocal jazz
ensemble at the middle level for quite
some time.

Here are a few positives about start-
ing a middle level vocal jazz ensemble:

I have to admit that when I moved

1. Most MS students have straight
tone!!!' No warbling sopranos to
deal with...

2. They have no fear. MS students
are much more willing to “take a
chance” then one might expect.

3. They love to laugh at themselves.
This is good, because as a beginning
jazz vocalist, the ability to laugh at
oneself is golden.

4. If mom and dad listen to jazz, the
kids will admit it, AND be excited
when they recognize some record-
ings.

5. Austin Powers made latin jazz rec-
ognizable. Thank you, Thank you,
Thank you....

6. Their brains have not had a chance
to decide if they “like or dislike”
jazz...so we get the first shot!!

7. The high school vocal jazz ensemble
and jazz band directors will sing
your praises.

8. Not that there’s anything wrong
with it..... but it is cheaper than
a show choir. Just so everyone
knows...... T have both.

9. Really good SAB arrangements of
jazz standards are not that difficult
to write.

As long as you throw in the 7th
or 9th, give someone the melody,
and someone the 5. . . everyone
will be happy. TRUST ME!!!

Stay away from major/ minor
triads.

Give your baritones the root
ONCE IN A WHILE.

Let the piano/bass fill in the rest.
(this is where you can use the score)

10. If your budget allows, use a micro-
phone for solos, and you become
instantly cool.

These are just a few ideas that popped
into my head, I highly encourage as
many MS directors as possible to start
this type of vocal ensemble. Not only
will it support and strenghthen your
own program, but it will carry over to
the HS program as well.

Kathy Tuinstra

IAJE Secretary

Fort Atkinson MS

Phone: 920-563-7833 x566
Email: jazzw_kat@yahoo.com

A Letter from

ongratulations to an extraordinary
Wisconsin IAJE board of action-

oriented people who share the
deepest love and commitment for jazz
education. While becoming familiar
with the activities of other state
chapters, it is breathtaking to see the
sheer amount of talent and organization
we have in our own state.

With fall in full swing, we're right in
the middle of the rush of activity that
brings our students closer to “catching
the vision” of what music is all about.
Similarly, coming on as a new board
member with “outsider looking glasses”
has been a fresh look at the core of an
organization that represents what we all
love so dearly. The most amazing eye
opener at the board meeting in Toronto
was to see not only the scope of activity
this organization takes on, but the
amount that is accomplished through
pure volunteerism.

With our global focus in mind, the
convention this year represents our first
venture outside of the United States.
The facilities will easily accommodate
the size of activity, and all buildings
are connected through underground
tunnels. This is a “daily life” concept
for us, but for many, it is about as
foreign an idea as traveling on an ice
lake. Much effort has been made to

Convention-gspn gbhf 2
clinic An Introduction to the Jazz for
Young People Curriculum. Laura
Johnson will talk about the new Jazz for
Young People Curriculum that explores
the history and fundamentals of jazz.
This curriculum can be integrated into
the elementary and middle school
classroom and beyond! The afternoon
closes with performances by the State
Honors Vocal Jazz Ensemble, directed
by Dr. Steve Widenhofer and the State
Honors Jazz Ensemble directed by
Dean Sorenson.

Jazz at the convention closes
Saturday with a Middle School Jazz
Reading Session --music for both bands
and vocal ensembles.

This year’s convention provides
a wealth of opportunities promoting
jazz in Wisconsin. See you at the
Convention!

our U.S. Rep

make travel to, during, and from this
northern city in January an “ease”
experience so we can enjoy the music
and the international flavor of Toronto.
As only one example, special provisions
have been made, without lowering
standards, for ease in the border
crossing for IAJE members!

You'll want to attend the Leadership
Institute held the Wednesday, January
8th before the convention. As our
organization gains footing in the
international jazz scene, it’s more
important than ever for the right hand
to know what the left hand is doing.
Opportunities for networking and the
exchanging of each others successes in
an international forum will help create
an endless list of ideas that we can bring
back and apply to our own activities
back at home.

Thanks in advance for any ideas that
I'may use to do my post better and I
promise to represent Wisconsin well by
using our state as an example of what
jazz education is all about.

All the best regards,

Bob Baca

US Representative, IAJE
Phone: 715-836-4371
Email: bacarj@uwec.edu
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First IAJE midwest regional conference a

Matt McVeigh
President, IAJE
at the University of Wisconsin-EauClaire

azz finds its roots in evolution and

experimentation. Its history rests

on the shoulders of musicians that
strived to bring the music to a new
level. Perhaps we should not find it
surprising that jazz education in the
Midwest aspires to do the same. The
first ever IAJE Regional Conference
was born on the campus of Ball State
University this past May. The day was
filled with phenomenal performances
from many levels of the jazz idiom,
clinics by some of the most respected
jazz educators in the country, and
an atmosphere that was comfortable
and strove to push our teaching craft
forward.

Clinics ranged from Paul
Ferguson’s Basic Arranging Concepts,
to Jerry Tolson’s clinic on Vocal Jazz.
Combo techniques were discussed by
David Fodor, and Pat Harbison spoke
on Building Better Brass Sections, to
name a few of the clinics.

Among the national leaders of IAJE
who were in attendance were Ron
McCurdy, David Baker, Bill McFarlin,
and Mary Jo Papich. Truly the
national office has placed a priority
on these types of events, and support,
by their attendance, the efforts of the
regional and state IAJE affiliates in the
promotion of jazz.

The conference’s last speaker, Jamey
Aebersold, gave a nuts and bolts
approach to understanding jazz theory
and how to start students (or yourself)
improvising. In typical Aebersold

The Sammy Nestico Project

n a recent trip to California,
0 member Brad Curran had the
good fortune to spend some

quality time with the legendary
arranger-composer Sammy Nestico.
“It was a tremendous experience,
talking with Sammy about his
philosophies of arranging, music, and
life in general. This man is a giant in
music education and at age 78, he is
still up each day at 5:30am composing
and arranging for a seemingly endless
list of projects.”

Nestico recently completed his
dream project - a CD entitled “This
Is the Moment.” He has been salting
away his money for a number of
years so that he could finance this CD
entirely without making compromises
with record labels. Hiring 48 of the
top Los Angeles studio musicians, he
aimed at creative and quality control.
The result is an incredible showcase
of Nestico’s writing approaches and
sounds. To quote Dr. Herb Wong
from the July / August IAJE Journal:
“Nestico’s charts are of exquisite taste

as are the grooves, great phrasing,
time control, and head-nodding
swing. It's a minefield of Sammy
Nestico’s delicious bag of goodies.”
Since the CD is self-produced and
financed, it is not readily available
on the open market. Nestico is
currently selling it on his web site at
www.sammynestico.com. In order for him
to break even on this project, he needs to
sell ten thousand copies of the CD. Brad
Curran has offered to help him with this
project and has brought a hundred or so
copies back to Wisconsin. He will make
these available at the IAJE booth this
October during the Wisconsin State Music
Conference in Madison. The cost of the
CD is $20. Letds help this gentleman who
has been an inyuence on so many of us
with his music for school-aged musicians.
See you at the IAJE booth in October.

Brad Curran

Curran Music Studios

Email: jazztrp@curranmusic.com
Www.curranmusic.com

The new Matrix album, Proud Flesh, will also be available at the IAJE booth at

the convention.

model for nation

style, information was far from scarce.
He provided all of us with numerous
resources and handouts.

There is no greater time to take
advantage of the plethora of resources
and tremendous jazz educators.
Clearly, IAJE has made a dramatic
effort to bring much of the excitement
that exists at the Annual Conference
to the Regional and State levels. It has
never been easier to get involved and
take advantage of these amazing jazz
educators. Currently, plans remain
intact for a second Midwest Regional
Conference to be held the summer of
2004. I feel that it is important for all
people working with jazz to make an
effort to be there, and raise our craft as
teachers to a new level!

New rates

for IAJE membership:
ActiVe..eoeieeieieeeene. $65
Retired ....coeevvvveneenrenne. $60
Student ......ccceveeveereenens $28
St. Chap. .cooveevvernecnnnnes $25
School.....ccovvveeeiirrnn $130
ASSOC. v $225

Please encourage your friends
and colleagues to become
members of IAJE. Log on to
www.IAJE.org ro become a
member.

Nominations

Nominations for the
Distinguished Service Award
are being accepted. Send your
nomination to:

Karen M. Johnson

13405 Rosecrans Road

Maribel, WI 54227

H: 920.863.8139

W: 920.863.2176 ext. 2277

F: 920.863.6331

H: nbandk@execpc.com

W: johnsonk@denmark k12.wi.us




